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DRAFTED BY USERDA:AIA:SGOLDMAN:JLB 

APPROVED BY OES/APT/SEP:RGMORRIS 

USERDA:AIA:BHILL 

OES/APT/SEP:DMCRAMER 

OES/NET:MPROCHNIK 

EUR/SOV:PHUGHES 

032232 220022Z/70 

R211910ZJUN 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

UNCLAS STATE 143867 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: US, UR, TECH, TGEN, ENRG 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED US-SOVIET COOPERATION IN SPENT FUEL 
STORAGE 

REF: MOSCOW 4299 

1 . PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING LETTER FROM ERDA ASSISTANT 
ADMINISTRATOR SIEVERING TO DR. PETROS YANTS. ORIGINAL 
WILL BE AIR POUCHED SEPARATELY. 

JUNE 17, 1977 

DR. A. M. PETROSYANTS, CHAIRMAN 

USSR STATE COMMITTEE ON UTILIZATION OF ATOMIC ENERGY 

STAROMONETNII PER 26 
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MOSCOW. USSR 

DEAR DR. PETROSYANTS: 

DURING SECRETARY VANCE'S VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION, WE 
SUGGESTED THAT OUR COUNTRIES CONSIDER INITIATING NON- 
PROLIFERATION RELATED R&D COOPERATION THAT COULD BE 
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INCLUDED UNDER THE US-USSR ATOMIC ENERGY AGREEMENT. MORE 
SPECIFICALLY, WE PROPOSED LWR SPENT FUEL STORAGE AS A 
POTENTIAL TOPIC FOR MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL BILATERAL COOP- 
ERATION. THE SOVIET SIDE RESPONDED THAT IT WOULD BE IN A 
BETTER POSITION TO COMMENT ON OUR SUGGESTION UPON RECEIV- 
ING MORE CONCRETE US PROPOSALS FOR PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION. 

PURSUANT TO THE ABOVE, WE WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE THAT THERE 
BE AN EXCHANGE OF PAPERS ON OUR RESPECTIVE PROGRAMS AND 
EXPERIENCES IN SPENT FUEL STORAGE AND RELATED ACTIVITIES. 

IN THIS WAY, BOTH SIDES WILL BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO 
EVALUATE THE POTENTIAL FOR MORE EXPANDED INTERACTION AND 
WILL BE BETTER PREPARED TO MAKE APPROPRIATE RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR FUTURE PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION TO THE US-USSR JOINT 
COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC ENERGY. 

OUR EXPERTS BELIEVE THAT IT COULD BE MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL TO 
EXCHANGE INFORMATION IN THE AREAS OF 1) LONG TERM RETRIEV- 
ABLE STORAGE OF FUEL ELEMENTS AND RELATED WASTE MANAGEMENT 
AREAS, AND 2) IMPROVED METHODS OF TRANSPORTATION AND HAN- 
DLING VIA RAIL, HIGHWAY, SEA, AND AIR. IF THIS GENERAL 
PROPOSAL AND THESE SPECIFIC TOPICS ARE ACCEPTABLE TO YOU, 

WE WILL BE PREPARED TO EXCHANGE ABSTRACTS BEFORE THE NEXT 
US-USSR JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING ON ATOMIC ENERGY. WE WILL 
BE LOOKING FORWARD TO RECEIVING YOUR RESPONSE AND WILL BE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 143867 

PLEASED TO ENTERTAIN ANY ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTIONS THAT YOU 
CARE TO OFFER. 

WITH KIND REGARDS, 

SINCERELY, 

NELSON F. SIEVERING, JR. 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

VANCE 
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